
FBI sacks agents seen 
kneeling with protesters 
after George Floyd’s death
WASHINGTON

THE FBI has fired agents who 
were photographed kneeling dur-
ing a racial justice protest in Wash-
ington that followed the 2020 death 
of  George Floyd at the hands of  
Minneapolis police officers, three 
people familiar with the matter 
said Friday. The bureau last spring 
had reassigned the agents but has 
since fired them, said the people, 
who insisted on anonymity to dis-
cuss personnel matters with The 
Associated Press.

The number of  FBI employees 
terminated was not immediately 
clear, but two people said it was 
roughly 20.

The photographs at issue 
showed a group of  agents taking 
the knee during one of  the demon-
strations following the May 2020 
killing of  Floyd, a death that led to 
a national reckoning over policing 
and racial injustice and sparked 
widespread anger after millions of  
people saw video of  the arrest. 

The kneeling had angered some 
in the FBI but was also understood 
as a possible de-escalation tactic 
during a period of  protests. The 
FBI Agents Association confirmed 
in a statement late Friday that 
more than a dozen agents had been 
fired, including military veterans 
with additional statutory protec-

tions, and condemned the move as 
unlawful. It called on Congress to 
investigate and said the firings 
were another indication of  FBI Di-
rector Kash Patel’s disregard for 
the legal rights of  bureau 
employees.

“As Director Patel has repeat-
edly stated, nobody is above the 
law,” the agents association said. 
“But rather than providing these 
agents with fair treatment and due 
process, Patel chose to again vio-
late the law by ignoring these 
agents’ constitutional and legal 
rights instead of  following the req-
uisite process.” An FBI spokesman 
declined to comment Friday.

The firings come amid a broader 
personnel purge at the bureau as 
Patel works to reshape the nation’s 
premier federal law enforcement 
agency. AP

Officers kneel with protesters over George 
Floyd’s death on June 4, 2020 |  AP

Drone sightings raise alarm 
at Danish military facilities
Repeated activity disrupts air traffic, raising Europe security concerns

BERLIN

THE Danish defense ministry 
said on Saturday that “drones 
have been observed at several 
of  Danish defense facilities” 
overnight Friday into Saturday. 
The renewed drone sightings 
come after there were several 
drone sightings in the Nordic 
country earlier this week, with 
some of  them temporarily shut-
ting down Danish airports.

Several local media reported 
that one or more drones were 
seen near or above the military 
Karup Air Base, which is Den-
mark’s biggest military base.

The Defense ministry refused 
to confirm the sighting at Karup 
or elsewhere and said that “for 
reasons of  operational security 
and the ongoing investigation, 
the Defense Command Den-
mark does not wish to elaborate 
further on drone sightings.”

The ministry clarified later 
to public broadcaster DR that 
reports of  additional drone ac-
tivity at Skrydstrup Air Base 
and the Jutland Dragoon Regi-
ment referred to sightings that 
did not occur overnight from 
Friday to Saturday. 

Its earlier statement seemed 
to imply that timing and was 
widely reported. The ministry 

could not be reached immedi-
ately for confirmation, but a 
press release on its website re-
ferring to the incidents at the 
base and barracks was dated 
Thursday — though it did not 
directly confirm the sightings 
took place that day.

Tensions have been running 
high in Denmark in recent days 
after various drone activity, and 
hundreds of  possible sightings 
reported by concerned citizens 
could not officially be con-
firmed. Nonetheless, the public 
has been asked to report all sus-
picious activity to police. 

On Saturday, DR and several 
other local media reported that 
in Karup, there were drones in 

the air both inside and outside 
the fence of  the air base at 
around 8 pm on Friday, quoting 
Simon Skelkjær, the duty man-
ager at the Central and West 
Jutland Police.

DR said that for a period of  
time the airspace was closed to 
civil air traffic, but that did not 
have much practical signifi-
cance as there is currently no 
civil aviation in Karup.

The repeated unexplained 
drone activity, including over 
four Danish airports over-
night Wednesday into Thurs-
day and a similar incident at 
Copenhagen Airport, has 
raised concerns about securi-
ty in northern Europe.

A mobile radar installation at Denmark’s Pionegaarden military site near Dragor on 
the Oresund coast, overlooking the sea between Sweden |  AP
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