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Crime branch to probe death of Vipanchika and daughter
E X P R E S S  N E W S  S E R V I C E  @Kollam 

THE STATE crime branch will 
take over the investigation into 
the death of  Vipanchika, a Kol-
lam native, who was found dead 
along with her one-and-a-half-
year-old daughter in their 
apartment at Al Nahda, Shar-
jah, on July 8. 

At present, the case is being 
investigated by the Kottaraka-

ra DySP. A police 
source said an official
order from the State 
Police Chief, authoris-
ing the handover of  
the case to the crime 
branch, is expected 
soon.

Currently, the probe 
is based on cases registered in 
Kollam against Vipanchika’s 
husband Nidheesh, his sister 

Neethu Beny, and 
their father Mohanan. 
Earlier, Nidheesh and 
his  mother were 
booked under the 
Dowry Prohibition 
Act, 1961, and Sec-
tions 85 and 108 of  the 
Bharatiya  Nyaya 

Sanhita.
The action follows a com-

plaint filed by Vipanchika’s 

mother Shailaja, who alleged 
that her daughter faced persist-
ent dowry harassment and 
abuse from her husband and in-
laws.

According to the family, the 
victim had been residing in 
Sharjah for the past five years. 
They claim the abuse worsened 
after the birth of  her daughter. 
Nidheesh had allegedly been 
putting pressure on her for a 

divorce and subjecting her to 
frequent physical and psycho-
logical abuse. Vipanchika had 
reportedly confided in her 
mother multiple times about 
the abuse. 

A purported suicide note re-
covered from the apartment 
named Nidheesh, Neethu Ben-
ny and Mohanan as being di-
rectly responsible for her 
death. 

Youth gets 50-year jail for sexually abusing minor girl
T’Puram: The Fast Track Special Court in Thiruvananthapuram has 
sentenced Sujith, 25, from Thiruvallam to 50 years of rigorous 
imprisonment and imposed a fine of Rs 35,000 on him for sexually 
assaulting a 15-year-old girl after entering her house and staying there 
for several days. The judgment was delivered by Judge Anju Meera Birla. 
The court ordered that the fine amount be given to the survivor. If the 
convict fails to pay the fine, he will have to serve an additional one-and-
a-half-years in prison.  The incident happened on September 6, 2021. The 
accused entered the girl’s room and sexually assaulted her, asking her to 
remain silent. He continued to stay inside the house for eight days and 
repeatedly raped her. 
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Pvt bus operators to announce strike on Friday
T’Puram: Private bus operators have announced plans for an indefinite strike 
after negotiations with student union representatives over travel concessions 
failed. T Gopinathan, general secretary of All Kerala Bus Operators Organisa-
tion (AKBOO), said the date of the strike will be announced on Friday. 


